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INTRODUCTION 

 
 

You have in your hands, on your iPad or are viewing on your laptop, the Conference Pack for the 
2018 Conference of the Scottish Baptist Lay Preachers' Association. 

 
We are so looking forward to a great day of inspirational worship and challenging ministry from Ian 
& Ruth Coffey, who have an international as well as national ministry throughout the UK. 
 
On the day, we want the Lord to be honoured in all that is said and done.  He is at the centre of our 
���}�v�(���Œ���v�����X�����D���Ç���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ���•���}�(���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�•�Z�]�‰���•�}�v�P���^Holy Spirit, you are welcome here, come flood 
this place and fill the atmosphere�_���������š�Z���������•�]�Œ�������v�����‰�Œ���Ç���Œ���}�(���}�µ�Œ���Z�����Œ�š�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z���������Ç�X�����&�����o���(�Œ�������šo 
worship God in the way you would in your home church and/or as the Spirit leads you to. 
 
Worship will be led again this year by Sheila Eves and the NMBC Praise Band, and Aileen Watson 
and her team will be providing hospitality and a three-course buffet lunch.  During the day there 
will be lots of opportunity to catch up and chat with fellow members over coffee and cake.  We 
hope you'll enjoy the day.  We've worked �(�o���š���}�µ�š���š�}���u���l�����]�š���š�Z���������•�š�����}�v�(���Œ���v�������Á���[�À�������À���Œ���Z�����X 
 
Registration will be open on the day from 9:00am with our Annual General Meeting, which we 
hope you will attend, kicking off at 9:30am, and then the Conference proper at 10:30am.   
 
At our Annual General Meeting, we will take time to recognise the outstanding contribution 
Douglas Inglis has made over the last 5 years as he takes his leave of the Presidency and will, 
subject to the affirmation of the Annual General Meeting, welcome, pray for and lay hands on 
Andrea Mill as our unanimous nominee for President. 
 
All the papers relating to the Conference and the reports for the Annual General Meeting you'll 
find within the pack.  Please take the time to read them given the time which the office-bearers 
have taken to carefully prepare them.   
 
You can pay your £10.00 conference fee either by cash or cheque on the day to our Treasurer, Mark 
Donaldson - cheques should be made payable to the 'Scottish Baptist Lay Preachers' Association'. 
 
Recordings of the sessions will be available on the website of the Association within 48 hours of 
the conference for those of you who are unable to make it on the day.   
 
Let's pray for a great day and invite the Holy Spirit to pervade our 2018 Conference. 
 
 
 
 
 



DIRECTIONS TO NEWTON MEARNS BAPTIST CHURCH 
  

    
Newton Mearns Baptist Church is easily accessible by road and rail. 
 
Located on Greenfarm Road, visible from Crookfur Road, the church is less than a minute from the 
M77 (Exit 4 southbound) and is approximately 7 miles south-west of Glasgow.  It's just 400 yards 
from the Premier Inn, The Capelrig, Waitrose and Aldi! 
 

 
The nearest train station to Newton Mearns Baptist Church is Patterton on the Glasgow - Neilston 
line, just a ten-minute walk away.  We can arrange pick-up from Patterton Station if required - but 
you need to make that known to us in advance.  The cost of an off-peak return ticket is £3.60. 
 
Trains from Glasgow Central to Patterton are at 8:35, arriving 8:58, and 9:05, arriving 9:28.  Trains 
returning from Patterton to Glasgow Central are at 16:35, arriving 16:58 and 17:04 arriving 17:27. 
 

 
 



ABOUT OUR GUEST SPEAKERS 
 
 

We are delighted that Ian & Ruth Coffey, who have a national as well as international ministry, 
having spoken at events such as Spring Harvest and Keswick, have accepted the invitation to be the 
guest speakers at our 2018 Conference and we look forward to warmly welcoming them! 
 

 
 
Ian and Ruth have served on the faculty of Moorlands Bible College in sunny Bournemouth for the 
last 9½ years.  Moorlands has a long tradition of equipping men and women for effective service. 
Ian is the Director of Leadership Training and Ruth tutors in pastoral studies.  Having been blessed 
by lay ministry for a number of years while in a church in the Midlands, Ian and Ruth believe in and 
cherish the value of lay ministry. 
 
A prolific writer, Ian was a member of the Spring Harvest Leadership Team for a number of years, 
helping oversee its development.  He has served as Pastor of Mutley Baptist Church, Plymouth and 
the Crossroads Church, Geneva, Switzerland.  His gifting as a pastor-evangelist has enabled him to 
mentor a rising generation of Christian leaders.  From a faith journey, Ruth has developed her own 
complimentary ministry and along with Ian, has led trips to the Holy Land. 
 
To unpack the �š�Z���u�����}�(���Z�d���o�o�]�v�P���d�Œ�µ�š�Z�[, expressing the truth and dynamic reality o�(���'�}���[�•���t�}�Œ�����]�v������
language the listener can hopefully understand, our Conference will be split into three inspiring, 
encouraging and challenging teaching sessions led by Ian and Ruth. 
 
In our �(�]�Œ�•�š���•���•�•�]�}�v�U���Z�d�Z�����D���•�•���v�P���Œ�•���'�}�������Z�}�}�•���•���š�}���µ�•���[�U���/���v���Á�]�o�o help us through the lens of 
Jeremiah re-discover that sense of call to preach, and the knowledge that God is with us and that it 
is He, by His Spirit, who puts the words in our mouth.  
 
Ruth, in our second session after lunch, will then share something of her own story under the 
session theme of �ZWho me, Lord�M�[�X�����Z�µ�š�Z through sharing her testimony will tell of her own call to 
ministry and how God equips both women and men to teach and lead.   
 
Then in our final session together, Ian will address the theme o�(���Z�,�}�Á�����}���Á�����š���o�l���š�}�������Á�}�Œ�o�����š�Z���š��
���}���•�v�[�š���Á���v�š���š�}���o�]�•�š���v�M�[�U���o�}�}�l�]�v�P�����š���š�Z�����Œ�����o�]�š�]���•���š�Z�������‰�}�•�š�o�����W���µ�o�����v���}�µ�v�š���Œ�������]�v�����š�Z���v�•���]�v�������š�•���í�ó�U��
and of how he faced a sceptical audience, and of how the reality is no different for us in an 
increasingly secular and post-truth Scotland. 
 
Pray for Ian and Ruth as they fly up to Scotland to be with us and that the Lord will anoint them 

 



ABOUT OUR THEME 
 
 

 Why the theme 'Telling Truth'?  
 

As we gaze out on the sea of a pluralistic Scotland which has largely neglected any notion of 
�����•�}�o�µ�š�����š�Œ�µ�š�Z�U�����v�����Á�Z���Œ�����Z�‰�}�•�š-�š�Œ�µ�š�Z�[���Z���•�����Œ���‰�š���]�v�š�}���}�µ�Œ���•�}���]���o���À�}�������µ�o���Œ�Ç where people 
are apparently free to cherry-pick whatever appeals to them and assert that as their belief, 
�š�Z�����v���������š�}���‰�Œ�������Z���Z�d�Z�����d�Œ�µ�š�Z�[���]�•���]�v���}�v�����•���v�•�����P�Œ�����š���Œ���š�}�����Ç�����À��r was.  
 

 
 
�:���•�µ�•���Z�]�u�•���o�(���Á���•���Z�d�Z�����d�Œ�µ�š�Z�[, and so in our preaching we ought never to deviate from the 
bedrock nor anchorage of Scripture, but be faithful in our preaching, in our communication, 
in our telling of the truth.  In the arena of public debate, locally and nationally, in preaching, 
�Á�����Z���À�����š�Z�����}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�š�Ç�U���]�v�����������š�Z�����}���o�]�P���š�]�}�v�U���š�}���Á�]�š�v���•�•���š�}���š�Z�����Z�š�Œ�µ�š�Z�[���}�(���š�Z�����P�}�•�‰���o�����v����
its impact on church and culture.   
 
Truth ought to shape the culture, not culture shaping truth. To witness well requires a rock- 
�•�}�o�]�������}�v�(�]�����v�������]�v���Z�š�Z�����š�Œ�µ�š�Z�[���}�(���'�}���[�•���t�}�Œ�����š�Z���š���}�µ�Œ���š���o�l�������}�µ�š���'�}���������v�����}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�š�����š�}���Á�Z���š��
is going on in our world and to the pressing issues of justice facing people of societies today 

  
 Senior Pastor of Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, and a former Pastor of two of our   
�^���}�š�š�]�•�Z�������‰�š�]�•�š�����Z�µ�Œ���Z���•�U���Z���À�����Œ���>�]���u���'�}�o�]�P�Z���Œ���•���]�����š�Z���š���^preaching is God's speech to His 
people, yet has been so undermined in order to make it more accessible, relevant and more 
culturally savy, with preaching reduced to what's described very often as a Bible talk�_�X�� 
 
�t���[�Œ���������o�o�������š�}��preach the word and declare the truth to a Pinocchio generation where 
there is a denial of absolute truth and where so called fake news is rampant. 

 
 As you look forward to the Conference, ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you on the day and 
 be ready to respond to whatever He may challenge you to do.   
 
  
 
 

 



 
 

THE CONFERENCE PROGRAMME   
 
 

 9:00  - Registration & Coffee 
 
 9:30  - Annual General Meeting 
 
 
 10:45  - Welcome & Conference Preview 
 
 10:55  - Worship - (Sheila Eves & NMBC Worship Band)    
 
 11:15  - Interview with Ian & Ruth Coffey 

 
 11:30  - Ministry - �Z�d�Z�����D���•�•���v�P���Œ�•���'�}�����µ�•���•�[���~�/���v�• 
     
  
 12:30  - LUNCH 
 
 
 1:40  - Worship - (Sheila Eves & NMBC Worship Band) 
 
 2:00  - Ministry - �Z�t�Z�}���u���U���>�}�Œ���M�[�����~�Z�µ�š�Z�•   
   
 
 2:50  - COFFEE BREAK 
 
 
 3:15  - Ministry - �Z�W�Œ�������Z�]�v�P���š�}�������Á�}�Œ�o�����š�Z���š�����}���•�v�[�š���Á���v�š���š�}���o�]�•�š���v�[���~�/���v�• 
 
 4:05  - Worship, Response Time & Prayer Ministry 
 
 4:30  - Close of Conference



THE CONFERENCE MENU 
 
 

Morning Hospitality 
 

�Y���Œ�Œ�]�À���o�����Œ�����l�(���•�š�Y 
 

Scones with butter and jam 
Tea and coffee 

 

 
 

�Y�D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P�����}�(�(���������v�����W���•�š�Œ�]���•�Y 
Mini muffins, shortbreads, flapjacks, rocky roads 

 

 
Lunch Menu 

 
�Y���K�v���Ç�}�µ�Œ���š�����o�����š�}���•�š���Œ�š���Y 

Trio of Houmous with Nachos 
 
 

�Y���&�Œ�}�u���d�Z�������µ�(�(���š���Y 
Potatoes Baked in their Jackets  

 

 



 
Scottish Wild Mountain Haggis 

Garlicky Beef Chilli 
Spicy Chicken Tikka 

Sliced Honey Roast Ham 
Baked Beans 

Cheddar Cheese 
Coleslaw 

Crispy Leaf Salad 
 
 
 

�Y�����Œ�}�µ�P�Z�š���š�}���z�}�µ�Œ���d�����o�����š�}���^�Z���Œ�����Y 
 

Salted Caramel Gateau 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
AGENDA 

 
FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SCOTTISH BAPTIST LAY PREACHERS' ASSOCIATION 

TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY 12TH MAY 2018 AT 9:30AM  
AT NEWTON MEARNS BAPTIST CHURCH 

 
 
 

1. Welcome & Devotions    -  Douglas  
 

2. Apologies for Absence    -  Glen  
 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 2017 AGM  -  Douglas 
 

4. Presidents Report     -  Douglas 
 

5. General Secretary's Report    -  Glen  
 

6. Financial Report     -  Mark 
 

7. Adoption of Independently Examined Accounts -  Mark 
 

8. Recognition to Outgoing President   -  Glen, Douglas & Others 
 

9. Appointment of New President   -  Glen & Andrea 
 

10. Welcome to and prayers for incoming President -  Glen, Andrea & Others 
 

11. Any Other Business (only if previously notified) -  Andrea 
 

12. Date of Annual General Meeting 2019  -  Glen 
  
 



 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SCOTTISH BAPTIST LAY PREACHERS' 

ASSOCIATION HELD ON SATURDAY 13TH MAY 2017 AT 9:30AM  
AT NEWTON MEARNS BAPTIST CHURCH 

 
 
PRESENT 
Douglas Inglis (President), Glen Cartwright (Secretary), Mark Donaldson (Treasurer), David Andrew 
(Tillicoultry), Hosana Bankhead (Bristo), John Bingham (Newton Mearns), Jonathan Bismark 
(Newton Mearns), Stanley Bonthron (Dalkeith), Hazel Brooks (Larkhall), Graham Brown (Central, 
Paisley), Jim Brownlee (Stenhouse), Alastair Crockett (Cupar), Brian Crockett (Queens Park), Bill 
Duffy (Galashiels), Jim Ewen (Bo'ness), Jean Ferrier (Islay), Neil Fisher (Hawick), Harry Graham 
(Cathcart), Jonathan Groves (Hillview, Aberdeen), George Hunter (Helensburgh), Nigel Johns (Ayr, 
Southside), Arthur Jones (Saltcoats), Mark Laing (Stirling), Phillip March (Shettleston), Fiona 
Merriweather (Queens Park), Jim McFarlane (Ladywell), Andrea Mill (Bristo), Riaz Mohammed 
(Charlotte Chapel), George Ramsay (Springburn, Elizabeth Shively (St Andrews), Ian Stephen 
(Galashiels), Hugh Tannock (Drumchapel), Steve Taylor (Hillview, Aberdeen) and George Thomson 
(Coatbridge). 
 
APOLOGIES 
Fraser Allan (Strathendrick), Richard Allison (Bristo), Andy Bell (Lochgilphead), Paul Brightey (East 
Mains), Marie Cameron (Strathendrick), Marion Carson (Queens Park), Andrew Chalkley 
(Campbeltown), David Craig (Ayr), John Dalrymple (Peebles), Jonathan Davie (Stirling), Gordon 
Dickey (Hawick), Jim Edmiston (Shettleston), Jim Ewing (Bearsden), Richard Fettes (Wester Hailes), 
Bob Ferguson (Broxburn), Kenneth Forrest (Cathcart), Willie Henry (Newton Mearns), Christine 
Heron (Coastline), David Holdsworth (Central, Edinburgh), Graham Horne (High Blantyre), Stephen 
Ilett (Alness), Aubrey Jamieson (Lerwick), Nibin John (Stenhouse), Cheryl Leckie (Ayr), Kay 
Leishman (Helensburgh), Caireen Likely (Sheddocksley), Eric Macarthur (Dalbeattie), Marilyn 
Macarthur (Westwood), Florence Mackenzie (Aberdeen Christian Fellowship), James Mackenzie 
(Aberdeen Christian Fellowship), Jim McNulty (Islay), Richard Macphee (East Mains), Alex Marshall 
(East Mains), Eleanor Miles (Central, Paisley), Alan Milnes (Leslie), Jim O'Hara (Harper Memorial), 
Stan Paliwoda (Bearsden), Jim Parratt (Bearsden), John Perkins (Bearsden), Deirdre Powrie 
(Pitlochry), Stuart Prentice (Culloden Balloch), David Rathel (St Andrews), Charles Sommerville 
(Ladywell), Andrew Swanson (Saltcoats), Gary Torbet (Broughty Ferry), Chris Townsend 
(Strathendrick), Phillip Usher (Sanquhar), Tony Walters (Oban), Joy Weightman (Cambuslang), Mike 
Wray (St Andrews) and Janet Young (High Blantyre) 
 
WELCOME & DEVOTIONS 
The President, Douglas Inglis, welcomed all present to the Annual General Meeting and led 
opening devotions.  
 
 



APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 14th May 2016 at Newton Mearns 
Baptist Church (as previously circulated) were approved on the motion of David Andrew 
(Tillicoultry) and seconded by Jim Ewen (Bo'ness).  
 
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
In presenting his report, the President (Douglas Inglis) highlighted the development of initiatives 
around supporting smaller Scottish Baptist churches and investing in the next generation of lay 
preachers. He also highlighted the 'big conversation', which had proven to be a successful venture 
in engaging the membership, thanked the Committee and made reference to the work of the 
Treasurer and Secretary respectively. The President referred to partnerships with other 
people/ministries which had naturally evolved, that increasingly both he and the Secretary were 
conscious of the need to support members pastorally and had already been engaged in supporting 
a couple of members.  
 
GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT 
In presenting his report, the General Secretary (Glen Cartwright) highlighted charges in 
membership during the year, the value the Association had brought through conducting 1,700 
services in a variety of settings, the excellent developmental opportunities available, the 
streamlining of communications and in relation to the action plan arising out of the 'big 
conversation', reported that Elizabeth Shively (St Andrews) would be leading a team to take it 
forward. He also mentioned that, as previously indicated, it was not his intention to serve a full 
third term and encouraged the membership to be in prayer as regards future leadership.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Presenting the financial report for the year ended 31st December 2016, the Treasurer (Mark 
Donaldson) intimated that income for the year was £3,170 and expenditure £4,050, and that funds 
were healthy with the current balance being circa £1,800.   
 
ADOPTION OF AUDITED ACCOUNTS 
The audited accounts, having been independently examined by the internal auditor, Alan Milnes 
(Leslie) on 22nd April 2017, found to be correct and previously approved by the Committee, were 
adopted by the Annual General Meeting on the motion of Graham Brown (Central, Paisley) 
seconded by David Andrew (Tillicoultry).  
 
OUR 2020 VISION 
Introducing the 2020 Vision, the President (Douglas Inglis) gave the background to it - that an 
integral part of the 'big conversation' which all members had been given the opportunity to 
participate in, was to discern what our vision ought to be as we journey towards and beyond 2020. 
He then presented the 2020 Vision as it stood (as detailed hereunder). The Secretary (Glen 
Cartwright) emphasised that the vision was an 'emerging' one and that it was important the 
membership came to an Acts 15:28 mind on it. He also indicated that whilst the Association was 92 
years old, embracing and having a clear vision for the future was key.  

 
We, the members of the Scottish Baptist Lay Preachers' Association, covenant together, as we 

journey towards 2020, to being a growing network that: 
 

1. Intentionally invests in the next generation of lay preachers, by identifying, encouraging, 
training and developing the gifts of young men and women within our churches. 



2. Strategically supports smaller churches, primarily Baptist churches, through the forging of 
meaningful partnerships and the provision of systematic preaching and teaching. 

3. Actively raises awareness of its ministries to all Scottish Baptist churches through personal 
contact and an effective digital presence. 

4. Understands the changing moral landscape and preaches biblically, boldly and prophetically 
to help shape the culture. 

5. Broadens its horizons by strengthening existing partnerships and being discerning relative 
to the potential of new opportunities. 

6. Increasingly invests in the development of its members through the provision of tailored 
opportunities for learning and fellowship. 

7. Recognises the growing pressures among its members in family, church and work 
responsibilities, and is committed to offering meaningful pastoral care where appropriate. 

 
Members then spent time in groups reflecting on the 2020 Vision, after which there followed a 
time of helpful feedback from the floor. The Leadership will reflect on the feedback and weave it in 
to the document to inform the final version of the 2020 Vision.  
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
As no other business had previously been notified to the Secretary, no further business was 
therefore raised.  
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
There being no further business, notice was given that the next Annual General Meeting of the 
Scottish Baptist Lay Preachers' Association would be held on Saturday 12th May 2018 at 9:30am at 
Newton Mearns Baptist Church.  
 
The President, Douglas Inglis, closed the meeting in prayer at 10:30am.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       PRESIDENT�[S REPORT 

 
As we reflect on another year of service, we give thanks to God for the opportunities we have had 
to minister in His name. 
 
I will �o�����À�����'�o���v�������Œ�š�Á�Œ�]�P�Z�š�U���]�v���Z�]�•���'���v���Œ���o���^�����Œ���š���Œ�Ç�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�U���š�}���}�µ�š�o�]�v�����š�Z�����Ç�����Œ�[�•�������š�]�À�]�š�]���•�U�����µ�š��
suffice to say that many of the programmes and ministries started last year have now been bedded 
in and are contributing positively to our life as an Association of preachers. 
   
This is my fifth Annual Report as President. I am incredibly proud to have been given the honour of 
leading this organisation for the last five years.  Please allow me, in this final report, to take a 
broader look at the work of the Sco�š�š�]�•�Z�������‰�š�]�•�š���>���Ç���W�Œ�������Z���Œ�•�[�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v�X 
 
�d�Z�]�•���]�•�����v���Z�}�v���•�š�����v�����Z���Œ���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P�����}���Ç���}�(�������o�]���À���Œ�•�U���Á�Z�}���o�}�À�����'�}���[�•���t�}�Œ���U�����v�����Á�Z�}���•���Œ�À����
faithfully without seeking any honour or reward.  The budget of the Association is, to say the least, 
frugal, and I cannot imagine any organisation that can do so much with so little. And the many 
services provided to the members, in terms of information, mentoring, training, fellowship 
opportunities and more, are of the highest quality.   
 
We are privileged to have as our General Secretary, Glen Cartwright, whose capacity to plan and 
work for the benefit of all is awesome.  I have reported many times on the partnership that he and 
I have enjoyed over the years. He is a highly respected colleague in the faith and a dear friend - and 
�]�š�[�•���Z���Œ�����š�}���]�u���P�]�v�����š�Z�������•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���Z�]�u�����š���š�Z�����Z���o�u�X 
 
I believe that we are moving into an exciting new era in the life of the Association. In good 
organisations, presidents and leaders each bring a dimension which moves us forward. In Andrea 
Mill, our President-elect, we have not only our first woman President in the history of the 
���•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v�U�����µ�š�����o�•�}���}�v�����Á�Z�}���Á�]�o�o�����Œ�]�v�P�������v���Á���(�o���À�}�µ�Œ���}�(���'�}���[�•���P�}�}���v���•�•�����v�����š�Z�����^�‰�]�Œ�]�š�[�•���‰�}�Á���Œ���š�}��
our work.  She has great vision and skill in different areas of Christian service. I ask you to get 
behind her, support her and be willing to follow her lead. 
 
My own heart and my immense joy at having the opportunity to serve you as President lies partly, 
maybe mainly, in the fact that I see the huge potential of 80 or 90 lay preachers having the 
�}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�š�Ç���š�}���}�‰���v�����v�������Æ�‰�o���]�v���'�}���[�•���t�}�Œ�����Á�����l�����(�š���Œ���Á�����l���Z���Œ�����]�v���^���}�š�o���v���X���� 
 
Over the last five years I have tried to encourage you to be even more aware of the transforming 
�‰�}�Á���Œ���}�(���‰�Œ�������Z�]�v�P���]�v���'�}���[�•�����P���v�����U�����v�����/�����u���š���l�]�vg the liberty of quoting from my previous 
reports - quotes that are as true today as when they were first written.  
    
�^�d�Z�����‰�Œ�]�À�]�o���P�����}�(���‰�Œ�������Z�]�v�P���•�Z�}�µ�o�����v���À���Œ���������µ�v�����Œ���•�š�]�u���š�����X�����d�}���������š�Œ�µ�•�š�������š�}�����v���o�Ç�•�����'�}���[�•���t�}�Œ����

���v�����š�Z���v���•�Z���Œ�����]�š���Á�]�š�Z���'�}���[�•���‰���}�‰�o���U���]�• both a high honour and an immense responsibility.  The 



Bible is dynamite, and as such needs to be handled carefully.  As members of the Scottish Baptist 
�>���Ç���W�Œ�������Z���Œ�•�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v�U���Á�����š���l���������Œ�]�•�l���}�(���(���]�š�Z�����À���Œ�Ç���š�]�u�����Á�����•�š���v�����µ�‰���š�}���‰�Œ�������Z�_. 

�~�W�Œ���•�]�����v�š�[�•���Z���‰ort 2013/14) 
 

� �̂��v�����o���š���u�����š�Z���v�l���Ç�}�µ�U���š�Z�����u���u�����Œ�•�U���(�}�Œ���•�‰���v���]�v�P���Z�}�µ�Œ�•���]�v���š�Z�����•�š�µ���Ç�U���(�}�Œ���š���l�]�v�P���š�Z�����š���•�l���•���Œ�]�}�µ�•�o�Ç�U��
for always seeking the guidance of the Spirit, and for being faithful to the Word.  With these as our 

�(�Œ���u���Á�}�Œ�l�U���š�Z�����^�(�}�}�o�]�•�Z�v���•�•���}�(���‰�Œ�������Z�]�v�P�_�������v�v�}�š���(���]�o�_�X 
�~�W�Œ���•�]�����v�š�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š���î�ì�í�ð-15) 

 
�^�/���Œ���u�]�v�����u�Ç�•���o�(���}�(�š���v���š�Z���š���š�Z�����^���}�Œ�������µ�•�]�v���•�•�_���}�(���š�Z�]�•���}�Œ�P���v�]�•���š�]�}�v���]�•���•�š�µ���Ç�]�v�P���'�}���[�•���Á�}�Œ�������v����
seeking to preach it in a way that will be faithful to the ancient text and relevant to the times in 

which we live.  May I use this Report to thank you all for your commitment to the task and for your 
faithfulness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This is an important work - please keep on praying for one 

���v�}�š�Z���Œ�����•���Á�����•���Œ�À���_�X 
�~�W�Œ���•�]�����v�š�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š���î�ì�í�ñ-16) 

 
�^�&�}�Œ�����o�o���}�(���µs, lay preaching is hard work, and there are no short-cuts when it comes to studying 

�'�}���[�•���Á�}�Œ���X�����K�(�š���v���Á�������Œ�������v���}�µ�Œ���P���������Ç���š�Z�������‰�‰�Œ�����]���š�]�}�v�����Æ�‰�Œ���•�•���������Ç���š�Z�����u���u�����Œ�•���}�(���š�Z����
���Z�µ�Œ���Z���•���]�v���Á�Z�]���Z���Á�����u�]�v�]�•�š���Œ�U�����v�����š�Z���š�[�•���P�}�}���U�����µ�š���š�Z�����Œ�����o���Œ���Á���Œ�����]�•���•�]�u�‰�o�Ç���š�}���lnow that we have 
�•�š�µ���]�������Á���o�o�U���Á�����Z���À�����o�]�•�š���v�������š�}���'�}���[�•���À�}�]�����U�����v�����Á�����Z���À�����‰�Œ�������Z�������(���]�š�Z�(�µ�o�o�Ç�X�����d�Z���v�l���Ç�}�µ���(�}�Œ�����}�]�v�P��

�i�µ�•�š���š�Z���š���(�}�Œ�����v�}�š�Z���Œ���Ç�����Œ�_�X 
�~�W�Œ���•�]�����v�š�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š���î�ì�í�ò-17) 

 
Of course, I plan to continue to be a member of the SBLPA, and to serve wherever I can, but 
meantime, thanks for the memory, thanks for the fellowship, thanks for the partnership in the 
gospel, thanks for the privilege.    
 
Preach the word! 
 
DOUGLAS F INGLIS 
President (2013 - 2018) 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                    GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT  
 
  

INTRODUCTION 
Increasingly, in a post-truth and pluralistic Scotland, where the average teenager today navigates 
his or her iPhone with ease, but if it is a Bible it is with confusion, there is an increasing danger and 
peril which we as preachers must avoid of feeling the need to adapt preaching to the culture rather 
�š�Z���v���‰�Œ�������Z�]�v�P�������]�v�P���•�����v�����•���š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�‰�Z���š�]�����Á�}�Œ�����}�(���š�Z�������Z�µ�Œ���Z���š�}���š�Z�������µ�o�š�µ�Œ���J�����W�µ�š���•�]�u�‰�o�Ç�U���'�}���[�•��
Word critiques culture, as it did in the times of the �Zcovenant prosecutors�[��who addressed not only 
the church, but the �v���š�]�}�v�•�X�������•���‰�Œ�������Z���Œ�•�U���š���•�l�������Á�]�š�Z���•�Z�}�Á�]�v�P���š�Z�����Œ���o���À���v�������}�(���'�}���[�•���t�}�Œ���U���(�}�Œ���]�š��
always is relevant, my prayer is we would never reduce the gospel to anything less than preaching 
the full counsel of God nor lower the revelation of Scripture to the level of our own experience.   
 
COMMITTEE 
Leadership that serves well, is Spirit-led and has a prophetic dimension makes for a healthy and 
�P�Œ�}�Á�]�v�P�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v�X�������•���������}�u�u�]�š�š�������Á���[�À�����������v�������Œ���(�µ�o�����µ�Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�����Ç�����Œ�U���]�v���š���Œ�u�•���}�(��the big 
decisions, to discern what we believe the Spirit has been saying and to preserve the unity of our 
working together.  No significant decision has ever been rushed but has been bathed in prayer.  
 
During the year, we bade farewell to Riaz Mohammed (Charlotte Chapel) who was a faithful 
committee member for over 5 years. In his place, we welcomed George Thomson (Coatbridge) 
who has been an active and committed member.  Mark Donaldson (Peterhead) has diligently 
looked after our finances, and Elizabeth Shively (St Andrews) has led on the implementation of our 
Big Conversation Action Plan, and to both I would wish to place on record appreciation.  To work 
with a forward-thinking Committee, each member of which has contributed well during the year, 
and who are open to the leading of the Holy Spirit, has been both enriching and liberating! 
 
PRESIDENT & SECRETARY 
�/�š�[�•���������v���}�v�����}�(���š�Z�����P�Œ�����š���•�š���‰�Œ�]�À�]�o���P���•���}�(���u�Ç���o�]�(���U�����•���Á���o�o�����•�������i�}�Ç�����v���������•�}�o�µ�š���������o�]�P�Z�š�U���š�}���Z���À����
worked with Douglas Inglis in his role as President over the last five �Ç�����Œ�•�X�����t���[�À�����•�Z���Œ�����U���‰�Œ���Ç�����U��
eaten, laughed and carried responsibility together.  ���}�µ�P�[�•�����v���}�µ�Œ���P���u���v�š�U�����}�µ�v�•���o�����v�������o�����Œ��
sense of shared vision has been enriching and I want to acknowledge his deep friendship as well as 
his good and godly leadership of the Association through, what history will view as a transitional 
and significant period in our 93-year history.  Doug �Z���•���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š�����}�µ���š���������v���'�}���[�•���u���v���Z�(�}�Œ���•�µ���Z������
time as this�[�U�����v�����]�•���}�v�����}�(���š�Z����most gracious, encouraging, inspirational people I know.  Exercising 
great wisdom, clear vision, tangible passion and tireless commitment, Doug has been not only a 
great leader, but has been a deep personal friend and we wish both he, and Norma, every blessing. 
 
�t�]�š�Z�����}�µ�P�[�•���š���Œ�u���}�(���}�(�(�]���������v���]�vg in May 2018, the Committee gave themselves over to prayer 
and a significant period of discerning who the Lord might have to serve as the next President, and 
subject to your affirmation, it will be a joy to welcome Andrea Mill.  Andrea will be our first female 



President which is so encouraging and will bring an exciting and prophetic dimension to the role. 
 
You may recall I previously intimated my intention not to serve a full-third term as Secretary (2017-
2022), having served now for over 11 years.  The t�Œ�µ�š�Z���]�•���š�Z���š���Ç�}�µ�������v�[�š���P�}���}�v���(�}�Œ���À���Œ�����v�����•�}���o���š���Œ��
in the year the Committee will begin to prayerfully invite the leading of the Spirit in relation to the 
future appointment of the next Secretary.  
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Two of our number have gone to be with the Lord since we met last year., firstly Gordon Voysey 
�~�E���Á���W�Œ���•�š�Á�]���l�•�U�������Z�&�Œ�]���v�����}�(���š�Z�������•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v�[�����v�����(�}�Œ�u���Œ���u���u�����Œ���Á�Z�}���(�}�Œ���u���v�Ç���Ç�����Œ�•���•���Œ�À���������•��
lay pastor at Girvan Baptist Church.  Gordon, who passed away in September, exercised a quiet, 
faithful ministry, yet radiated the gentleness and loveliness of Christ.  Secondly, we bade farewell to 
Graham Brown (Central Paisley) who died in January following a relatively short terminal illness.  
Although Graham had only been a member for a couple of years, he preached in a number of 
churches and evidenced his commitment to the Association by his presence at our events. 
 
Membership, at the time of writing, with current applicants, is 86�U���d�Z���Œ���–�•���v�}���Œ�µ�o���U�����•���/�[�À�����•���]�����•�]�v������
�����Ç���}�v���U���Á�Z�]���Z���•���Ç�•���Á���������v�[�š���P�Œ�}�Á���š�}��100 members, which has always been my prayer, so we can 
serve more churches and encourage particularly younger men and women, the next generation of 
lay preachers�X�����>���š�[�•��make the next year the one we break the 100-member mark!    
 
For various reasons (be it geographical, health reasons, commencing a new ministry, or no longer 
being in membership of a Scottish Baptist church) Trevor Brunning (Selkirk), Marie Cameron 
(Strathendrick), Marion Carson (Queens Park), David Holdsworth (Central, Edinburgh), Deirdre 
Powrie (Pitlochry), Stuart Prentice (Culloden-Balloch), Chris Rosie (Queens Park), Gary Torbet 
(Broughty Ferry) & Phillip Usher (Sanquhar) have moved on since our last AGM. 
 
We welcomed to the Association 14 new members �t Ian Barr (Johnstone), Paul Cairns (Islay), Irene 
Campbell (Westwood), Bill Haining (Bridge of Don), Matt Payne (Lossiemouth), Andrew Roffey 
(Granton), Phil Laver (Lerwick), Anthony Luxton (Tillicoultry), Dawn Martindale (Rosyth), David 
Mitchell (Airdrie), Julian Reed (Gerrard Street, Aberdeen), Adam Renberg (St Andrews), George 
Sprott (Hawick) & Peter Trotter (Pollok). 
 
PREACHING RETURN 
We make a hugely significant contribution to not only Baptist life and witness in Scotland, but to 
other churches and in a range of other settings.  To measure it in pure statistical terms is to almost 
take away from the immeasurable spiritual aspect and eternal impact, but in 2017 we conducted 
no less than 1,389 services, 805 or 58% of which were in 92 Scottish Baptist churches. Over the last 
�(���Á���Ç�����Œ�•���Á���[�À�����•�����v������drop in the number of services taken by members of a Sunday evening or 
�u�]���Á�����l���~���µ�����š�}���š�Z�������Z���v�P�]�v�P���v���š�µ�Œ�����}�(�����À���v�]�v�P���•���Œ�À�]�����•�����Á���Ç���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����Z�š�Œ�����]�š�]�}�v���o���P�}�•�‰���o�[���•���Œ�À�]������
���v�����š�Z�������•�����v�����v���Ç���}�(���Z�o�]�(���[���}�Œ���Z�Z�}�µ�•���[���P�Œ�}�µ�‰�•���}�À���Œ���š�Z�����Z�u�]���Á�����l���u�����š�]�v�P�[�•�U�������Œ�]�•�����]�v��the variety of 
settings ( in which members have been and are being invited to preach and share (highlighting the 
�u���v�Ç���Z�š�}�µ���Z���‰�}�]�v�š�•�[���Á�����Z���À�������v�����Á�Z�]���Z���'�}�����Z���•���P�Œ���v�š�������š�}���µ�•), and churches in which where we 
have preached frequently over the years calling a pastor (which although good for them, has for us 
meant the need to provide pulpit supply to the extent we did is less).  What is encouraging is the 
�(�����š���š�Z���š���u���v�Ç���^���}�š�š�]�•�Z�������‰�š�]�•�š�����Z�µ�Œ���Z���•���v�}�Á���Œ���P���Œ�����µ�•�����•���š�Z�����Z�(�]�Œ�•�š���•�š�}�‰���•�Z�}�‰�[���(�}�Œ���‰�µ�o�‰�]�š���•�µ�‰�‰�o�Ç�X�� 
 
LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT 
�:���u���•���ï�W�í���Œ���u�]�v���•���µ�•���š�Z���š���^those who teach will be held more accountable�_�X���t�]�š�Z���š�Z���š���Œ�����o�]�š�Ç���]�v��



�u�]�v���U���Á�����u���l�����v�}�����‰�}�o�}�P�Ç���(�}�Œ���š�]�Œ���o���•�•�o�Ç�����}�u�u�]�š�š�]�v�P���}�µ�Œ�•���o�À���•���š�}���š�Z�����Z�•�‰�]�Œ�]�š�µ���o�������À���o�}�‰�u���v�š���}�(��
���À���Œ�Ç���u���u�����Œ�X�����d�Z���š�[�•���Á�Z�Ç���Á���[�À�����]�v�À���•�š�������]�v���}�µ�Œ���u��ntoring programme which has helped a good 
number of less experienced and younger members this year with our trained mentors and why 
�Á���[�À�����������v���]�v�š���v�š�]�}�v���o�������}�µ�š���Z���À�]�v�P���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•���š�}���Z���o�‰���Ç�}�µ, such as the personal review workbook, 
the preaching review feedba���l���•�Ç�•�š���u�����v�����š�Z�����Z�>�]�(�����}�(���š�Z�����>���Ç���W�Œ�������Z���Œ�[���u���š���Œ�]���o�X���� 

�x http://www.sblpa.co.uk/content/files/SBLPA%20Personal%20Review%20Workbook.pdf 
�x http://www.sblpa.co.uk/sblpa-preaching-feedback-form/  
�x http://www.sblpa.co.uk/content/Media/The-Life-of-the-Lay-Preacher.pdf 

 
This is not an Association that skimps when it comes to investing in learning and development, and 
�Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���š���]�v���u�]�v���U�����v�������Œ�]�•�]�v�P���(�Œ�}�u���Á�Z���š���Ç�}�µ���•�Z���Œ�������Á�]�š�Z���µ�•���]�v���š�Z�����Z���]�P�����}�v�À���Œ�•���š�]�}�v�[�U���u���Œ�Œ�]�������Á�]�š�Z��
our commitment to honour the promise we made to you at that time to deliver on the themes, 
�š�}�‰�]���•�����v�����]�•�•�µ���•���Ç�}�µ���Œ���]�•���������v�����]�v���]�����š�������Ç�}�µ�[�����o�]�l�����š�}���o�����Œ�v���u�}�Œ���������}�µ�š���}�Œ�������À���o�}�‰���(�µ�Œ�š�Z���Œ�U���Á���[�À����
worked hard to put together a Learning & Development Day which is being held on Saturday 23rd 
June at Stirling Baptist Church, with a range of workshops you can choose.   
 
Excellent material, by way of four practical modules looking at preaching, is also available, these 
having been written specifically for us by Rev Dr Stuart Blythe, a good friend of the Association, 
now serving as Professor of Preaching at Acadia Divinity College, Nova Scotia.  So there lots to 
engage and use to develop as a lay preacher and sharpen your preaching axe with. 
 
RETREAT 
Gartmore House again provided surroundings conducive for our Retreat, held in September, at 
which Colin Mutch, former Scottish Director for Open Doors and Assistant Pastor of Riverside 
���À���v�P���o�]�����o�����Z�µ�Œ���Z�U�����Ç�Œ�U���Á���•���}�µ�Œ���P�µ���•�š���(�����]�o�]�š���š�}�Œ�U���Z���o�‰�]�v�P���µ�•���Œ���(�o�����š���}�v���Á�Z���š�������Z�^�‰�]�Œ�]�š���&�]�o�o�������D�]�v�]�•�š�Œ�Ç�[��
looks like. Most of us who were will attest to the clear and audible sense of the Spirit speaking as 
words which we sensed were prophetic in nature for us as an Association were shared, which we 
�Œ���u���]�v���}�‰���v���š�}���š�Z�����^�‰�]�Œ�]�š�[�•���o�������]�v�P���Œ���P���Œ���]�v�P�X�����D�}�Œ�����}�(���š�Z���š���o���š���Œ���]�v���u�Ç���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�U�����µ�š���•�µ�(�(�]�������š�}���•���Ç��
that our 2018 Retreat will build on that sense of being open to the Spirit as over the weekend of 
7th - 8th September, Andrea Mill will help us explore what it means for our body to be a temple of 
the Holy Spirit, how we can be transformed by the renewing of our mind, how can we express our 
emotions in a healthy way which honours God and how can that which is in our spirit hinder or 
���v�Z���v�������}�µ�Œ���Á���o�l���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����>�}�Œ���X�����d�Z���Œ���[�•�����o�Œ�������Ç���î�î���Œ���P�]�•�š���Œ�����U�����µ�š���š�Z���Œ���[�•���Œ�}�}�u���(�}�Œ���‰�o���v�š�Ç���u�}�Œ���J 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
When it comes to comm�µ�v�]�����š�]�}�v�•�U���Á���[�Œ�����v�}�š�������Z�š�Z���š�[�o�o�����}�[�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v.  Conveying a professional 
image is essential and helping us to achieve that through have edited �Z�E���š�Á�}�Œ�l���E���Á�•�[�U��has been 
Chris Townsend (Strathendrick) to whom we express our grateful thanks, as well as to Bill Duffy 
(Galashiels) �Á�Z�}���}�À���Œ�•�����•���}�µ�Œ���Z�t�����l�o�Ç�����]�P���•�š�[�[�����v�����Á�����•�]�š���X�������Œ�]�•�]�v�P���(�Œ�}�u���(�������������l���]�v���š�Z�����Z���]�P��
���}�v�À���Œ�•���š�]�}�v�[�U���Á���[�Œ�����Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���Á�]�š�Z���Z�]���Z���Œ�������}�µ�o�o���}�(�����]�P�Z�š�����v-Three, a professional website design 
company, on the creation of a brand-new website, which we hope to have available by the 
�•�µ�u�u���Œ�X�����/�š�[�o�o���������(�Œ���•�Z�U��dynamic, professional looking and engaging.  During the year, we also 
invested in two pull-�µ�‰���‰�Œ�}�u�}�š�]�}�v���o�������v�v���Œ�•�U���Á�Z�]���Z���Á���[�À�����µ�•���������š���š�Z���������‰�š�]�•�š�����•�•���u���o�Ç�����v����
���o�•���Á�Z���Œ���X�����W�µ�š���•�]�u�‰�o�Ç�U���Á���[�Œ�������}�u�u�]�šted to excellence in everything we produce as an Association. 
 
���}�Œ�v���}�µ�š���}�(���š�Z�����Z���]�P�����}�v�À���Œ�•���š�]�}�v�[ when you asked for opportunities to meet with other members 
in your region , and our promise to deliver on it, we launched OASIS, an opportunity for members 
t�}�����}�u�����š�}�P���š�Z���Œ���š�}���������Z�Œ���(�Œ���•�Z�����[���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���u�����š�]�v�P�U�������š�]�v�P���~given �š�Z���Œ���[�•����lways a healthy 
dynamic around food) and praying together, and thus build meaningful relationships,  Facilitating 



OASIS are for the Borders (Ian Stephen), Edinburgh (Andrea Mill), Glasgow North (George Hunter), 
Glasgow South (Peter Trotter), Lanarkshire (Graham Horne) and the North East (Julian Reed). 
Despite our best efforts, we have been unable to secure someone who would be willing to 
facilitate OASIS for Fife & Stirlingshire and in Ayrshire, the appetite is not as great as elsewhere. 
   
INITIATIVES 
To chug along in ministry, with no real sense of vision or �}�(���š�Z�����^�‰�Œ�]�š�[�•���o�������]�v�P�U���]�•�v�[�š��a good place to 
be, and so since we adopted our 2020 Vision last year, we�[�À�����Á�}�Œ�l���� hard to make it real, so for 
example, relative to our commitment to support resource-�v�������Ç�����Z�µ�Œ���Z���•�U���Á���[�À�����Z���o�‰������the 
churches at Campbeltown, Kelso, Rothesay and Stonehaven.  In relation to raising awareness of our 
ministries to Scottish Baptist churches, we wrote a personally addressed letter to all ministers and 
engaged many of them at Assembly last year.  We have also offered meaningful pastoral care and 
support where members have shared with us.  Our trade is not in adjectives, but in verbs! 
 
Given the introduction of the new General Data Protection Regulations later this month, we put in 
place a Data Protection Policy for the Association - http://www.sblpa.co.uk/content/Media/SBLPA-
Data-Protection-Policy-1.pdf - given our commitment to protect your personal data which you have 
entrusted to us.  We will also issue a Privacy Notice.  To keep us on the right side of copyright law, 
for song reproduction, we secured our own CCLI licence (CCLI licence number 538370).  
 
PARTNERSHIPS 
Forging and fusing healthy partnerships which you sense clearly in your spirit, are of the Spirit, is 
important.  We enjoy a good working relationship with Martin Hodson (BU Ministry Development 
Coordinator) and Ian Birch (Principal of the Scottish Baptist College) who we've met on a couple of 
occasions in the last year, as we have Ali Laing (BU Next Generation Development Coordinator).   
 
PROPHETIC WORDS 
As we journey towards 2020, and at the ripe old age of 93, what is God saying to us?  Allow words 
shared at our Retreat last year, which a number of us sensed were not insignificant, and could well 
be prophetic in nature for the Association, to speak to you: 
 

� Ĝod wants to take this group of people to a place which others have shied away from�_ 
� Îf you�[re feeling prompted by the Spirit to do something, just do it�_ 

� P̂eople are often afraid to move forward because of a fear of others�_ 
 

My prayer is we would not shy away from exploring new spiritual geography, that �Á�����Á�}�µ�o�����Z�P�}���(�}�Œ��
�]�š�[���]�(���‰�Œ�}�u�‰�š���������Ç���š�Z�����,�}�o�Ç���^�‰�]�Œ�]�š���~�š�}���u���l�����š�Z���š�������o�o�U���š�}�����Œ�}�‰���•�}�u���}�v�����š�Z���š����-mail, to share that 
word), and we would have a God given boldness in moving forward.  I sense the best is yet to be!   

  
PERSONAL WORDS 
Shrinking violets need not apply to be Secretary!  Though at times �}�À���Œ���š�Z�����o���•�š���Ç�����Œ���]�š�[�•���������v��tiring 
physically, demanding emotionally�U���]�š�[�•���������v�����v�Œ�]���Z�]�v�P���•�‰�]�Œ�]�š�µ���o�o�Ç�J�����z���š���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���u�Ç���Á�]�(���U�������Œ�]���v�v���U��
and son, Lewis, whom most of you will never see, yet who give me great love and support, and 
who release me to serve, it would be difficult to do so.  They are my rock and although serving as 
secretary is a job I love, I cherish even more a much more important one, as a husband and father. 
 
GLEN P CARTWRIGHT  
General Secretary 







 
NOMINATION OF NEW PRESIDENT 

  
���}�µ�P�o���•���/�v�P�o�]�•���Á���•�����‰�‰�}�]�v�š���������•���W�Œ���•�]�����v�š���}�(���š�Z�����^���}�š�š�]�•�Z�������‰�š�]�•�š���>���Ç���W�Œ�������Z���Œ�•�[�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v�����š���}�µ�Œ��
Annual General Meeting in May 2013.  Having indicated he would serve one full term, till May 
2018, the process of prayerfully and carefully considering who the Lord might have serve as our 
next President began as far back as October 2016.    
  
�'�]�À���v���š�Z�������Z���v�P�]�v�P���v���š�µ�Œ�����}�(���š�Z�����Œ�}�o���U�������Z�i�}���������•���Œ�]�‰�š�]�}�v�[���Á���•�����Œ���Á�v���µ�‰�����š���š�Z���š���š�]�u�� and circulated 
to the Committee members to provide an awareness of the extent of the responsibilities when 
considering any potential candidate(s).  
  
There then followed a time of reflection prior to the Committee meeting in June 2017 at which 
each Committee member was invited to share who they felt, either within or out-with the 
Committee, the Lord may be leading us to.  Three names were shared as potential candidates.  
Following a very open and healthy discussion, the Committee agreed to give themselves to prayer 
over the following couple of weeks and for those whose names had been suggested, to share their 
�}�Á�v���•���v�•�����}�(���š�Z�����>�}�Œ���[�•���o�������]�v�P���~�}�Œ���}�š�Z���Œ�Á�]�•���•�X�� 
  
Two of those whose names had been suggested came back in late June indicating that while they 
would be willing to serve the Association in whatever way was appropriate, they did not 
themselves sense a clear leading or calling to serve as President.  Both were affirmative of the 
other candidate whose name had been suggested.  At the same time, the other candidate in a 
deeply humbling and encouraging email, responded by indicating that although they had at first 
felt resistant, they had a clear and settled sense that the Lord, by His Spirit, was calling them to 
serve as President.  
  
Both the incumbent President and Secretary who at all times have sought to act in a non-
influential way, and who have been careful to emphasise the need for prayerful discernment, then 
invited the Committee to give themselves to prayer over the summer (until early September) in 
respect of the candidate who had responded in the affirmative and with a clear sense of the 
�^�‰�]�Œ�]�š�[�•���o�������]�v�P������ 
  
In September, each member of the Committee was then asked to respond.  All responded 
positively, speaking of a settled sense they had in their own heart and mind in respect of the 
candidate concerned.  At the Committee meeting in October 2017, all were again invited to share.  
The witness of the Spirit was such that there was unanimous agreement at the meeting that the 
candidate concerned be nominated to serve as President.  This was communicated to the 
�����v���]�����š�������}�v�����Œ�v�������Á�Z�}���^�'�}��-�]�v���]�����v�š���o�o�Ç�_���Á���•���v�}�š�����š���š�Z�����u�����š�]�v�P�U�����µ�š���}�µ�š���}�(���š�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�����š���š�Z����
time.  They again spoke of an unmistakeable call to the role and of powerful encounters they had 
experienced with God, the first of which bore a clear sense of the Lord choosing them for the role.  
  
It was agreed at that meeting that following the Committee meeting in February 2018, we would 
inform the membership who we clearly sensed the Lord had led us to and who the Lord had led. 



 
Very much therefore in �š�Z�����•�‰�]�Œ�]�š���}�(�������š�•���í�ñ�W�î�ô���}�(���^�]�š���•�����u�������P�}�}�����š�}���š�Z�����,�}�o�Ç���^�‰�]�Œ�]�š�����v�����š�}���µ�•�_�U�����v����
with the unanimous endorsement of the Committee, we wish to recommend to you, the members 
of the Association, that ANDREA MILL (pictured) be appointed as President at the Annual General 
Meeting to serve as President for a period of 5 years (from 2018 to 2023). 
 

 
 
Andrea is a member of Bristo Baptist Church in Edinburgh and has been a faithful and committed 
member of the Committee since 2010.  Married to Robert, who is fully supportive of Andrea taking 
on this role, Andrea has two grown-up children and is kinship carer for her grandson.  
  
���v���Œ�����[�•�����Z�µ�Œ���Z���]�v�À�}�o�À���u���v�š�����š�����Œ�]�•�š�}���]�•���‰�Œ�]�v���]�‰���o�o�Ç���š�Z�����o�������]�v�P���}�(���Á�}�Œ�•�Z�]�‰�����v�����‰�Œ�������Z�]�v�P�X�����^�Z�����Z���•��
a passion to see the church function as the healthy body of Christ.  In 2009, Andrea completed the 
Certificate in Christian Counselling at Waverley Abbey, progressing to Higher Diploma in 2012, and 
thereafter completed a Masters Degree in Integrative Psychotherapy at the London School of 
Theology, integrating theology with psychology.  She presently maintains a private practice from 
home to mainly Christian clients.  Writing Christian poetry, painting, music and good food are but a 
�(���Á���}�(�����v���Œ�����[�•���}�š�Z���Œ���]�v�š���Œ���•�š�•�X�� 
  
Put simply, Andrea is a woman of God who is open to the work and ministry of the Spirit of God.  
�t���������o�]���À�������v���Œ�������]�•���š�Z�����‰���Œ�•�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����>�}�Œ���[�•�����Z�}�}�•�]�v�P�����v�����(�����o�������Œ�]�P�Z�š�v���•�•���]�v���}�µ�Œ�����}�o�o�����š�]�À�����•�‰�]�Œ�]�š��
in relation to her being appointed, and serving, as President of the Scottish Baptist Lay �W�Œ�������Z���Œ�•�[��
Association.  From a spiritual perspective, we believe Andrea will be instrumental in helping take 
the Association forward to explore new spiritual geography.    
  
If, of course, any member felt led to nominate another candidate, we indicated in a communication 
to all members on 25th February 2018 they should do so in writing to the Secretary, detailing the 
reasons for the nomination, no later than 21 days before the Annual General Meeting which will 
take place on 12th May 2018.  No other nominations were received no later than 21 days before 
the AGM, by 22nd April 2018, and therefore Andrea is the sole-nominee. 
  
This has not been a rushed nor a passive process, but rather one which has been bathed in prayer 
���v�����}�(���•�����l�]�v�P���š�Z�����>�}�Œ���[�•���o�������]�v�P�X�����dhe clear and settled sense we have regarding Andrea is a 
witness to the diligence, prayer and care we have taken at each step in the process, and of our 
commitment to honour the Lord in so doing.  
  
GLEN P CARTWRIGHT  
General Secretary 



 
 

OUR 2020 VISION 
 
 
 

 We, the members of the Scottish Baptist Lay Preachers' Association, covenant together, as we 
journey towards 2020, to being a growing network that: 
 

 

1. Intentionally invests in the next generation of lay preachers' by identifying, encouraging, training 
and developing the gifts of young men and women within our churches.  

 

2. Strategically supports resource-needy churches, primarily Scottish Baptist churches, through the 
forging of meaningful relationships and the provision of systematic preaching and teaching.  

 

3. Actively raises awareness of its ministries to all Scottish Baptist churches through personal 
contact and an effective digital presence.  

 

4. Understands the changing moral landscape and preaches biblically, boldly and prophetically into 
the culture to help shape it.  

 

5. Broadens its horizons by strengthening existing relationships and being discerning relative to the 
potential of new opportunities.  

 

6. Increasingly invests in the development of its members through the provision of tailored 
opportunities for learning and relationships.  

 

7. Recognises the growing pressures among its members in family, church and work 
responsibilities, and is committed to offering meaningful pastoral care where appropriate.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 







YOU ARE WARMLY INVITED TO 
 

THE 2018 SBLPA RESIDENTIAL! 
 

GARTMORE HOUSE, ABERFOYLE 

 
 

Friday 7th September - Saturday 8th September 
 

For the subsidised cost of just £62.00, the weekend includes a three-course evening meal on 
arrival, quality en-suite accommodation, full Scottish/Continental breakfast, lunch and 

afternoon tea, as well as your residential pack and the experience of an awesome weekend 
in a stunning and peaceful location in the Scottish Trossachs! 

 
As an Association committed to being 'intentionally relational', this is a perfect and exciting 

opportunity for us to spend time together, just relaxing and encouraging each other.   
 

To book your place, send a cheque made payable to the 'Scottish Baptist Lay Preachers' Association, 
to Mark Donaldson, Treasurer, Balmoor House, Peterhead, AB42 3BN 
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