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Members, Honorary Members, Current Applicants and Friends of the Association,
CHRISTMAS LETTER 2017
Filled with straw, a wooden manger in a humble stable, was the birthplace of Jesus, the carpenter's son,
who years later was nailed to a wooden cross. Jesus, the greatest gift of love in human history, was wrapped
not so much in swaddling clothes, but in prophecy as the one heralded to be the Saviour of the world. Over
2,000 years later, the baby, the manager, the straw, the animals, the gift of God's incredible love, creates for
us that reflective scene of that first Christmas, so that with joy and thanksgiving we like the shepherds and
wise men might worship afresh the King! As we do, let’s recalibrate our energies to preach of the baby who
was born in the manger, the man who died on the cross, and of the King who is coming again, As we do and
as we celebrate Christmas, let’s thank God for His goodness and blessings, for He alone is worthy!
COMMITTEE
Leadership that serves well and is Spirit-led makes for a healthy and growing Association. As a Committee
we’ve been careful during the year, in terms of the big decisions, to discern what we believe the Spirit is
saying and to preserve the unity of our working together. Committee is as much about doing as discerning.
During the year, we bade farewell to Riaz Mohammed (Charlotte Chapel) who was a faithful committee
member for over 5 years. In his place, we welcomed George Thomson (Coatbridge) who has been an active
and committed member and will be an asset to our work together. Mark Donaldson (Peterhead) diligently
looks after our finances, and as with Elizabeth Shively (St Andrews) who is leading on implementation of the
Big Conversation Action Plan, I want to thank both for the skill and foresight they’ve brought to their roles.
Each committee member has contributed well during 2017 to facilitate the development of our ministry.
PRESIDENT & SECRETARY
Over the last 5 years, it’s been my joy and absolute delight to have worked with Douglas Inglis in his role as
President. The fact that Douglas, like me, was hewn from the rock that was Carluke Baptist Church, was a
bonus! We’ve shared, prayed, eaten and laughed together. Doug’s encouragement, counsel and clear sense
of shared vision has been enriching and I want to acknowledge his deep friendship as well as his good and
godly leadership of the Association. Douglas has without doubt been God’s man ‘for such a time as this’.
With Doug’s term of office ending in May 2018, the Committee gave themselves over to prayer and a
significant period of discerning who the Lord might have to serve as the next President. Though at the
moment I’m not able to make intimation of who that person is, what I can say is that the Committee were
at one in coming to a mind on who we believe the Lord has led us to, a sense shared by the person whose
name we will warmly and unanimously recommend to the AGM in May. There has been a very clear and

unmistakable sense of the Spirit’s leading and it would be our intention to make known to you after our
Committee meeting in February the name of the person we believe God has for us.
You may recall I previously intimated my intention not to serve a full-third term as Secretary (2017-2022),
having now served almost 11 years, a long time. After May 2018, the Committee will begin to prayerfully
discern and seek the Lord’s leading in relation to who He might have to serve as the next Secretary. It has
been, and is, a great privilege to serve over the last 11 years, yet the truth is you can’t go on forever.
MEMBERSHIP
Two of our number passed away during 2017, and we honoured their memory. We bade farewell In March
to Jim Brooks (Queens Park) who was not only been a respected member of the Association for almost 10
years, but had served as a President of the Baptist Union of Scotland. We remember his wife, Jan, and the
wider family circle, giving thanks to God for a man who yet with so many talents, was humble and always
shared simply and with a childlike faith. We then bade farewell in September to Gordon Voysey (New
Prestwick), a ‘Friend of the Association’ and former member who for many years served as lay pastor at
Girvan Baptist Church. We remember his wife, Nan, and their family circle also, honouring a man who
exercised a faithful ministry and who also clearly radiated the gentleness and loveliness of Christ.
Membership, at the time of writing, with 'members in waiting' (current applicants) stands at 91, just 9 away
from 100. There's no rule, as I’ve said since day one, which says we can’t grow to and beyond 100 members,
so we can serve more churches and encourage more people, particularly the next generation, to come and
be part of our growing network. Let’s make 2018 the year we break the 100-member mark!
Moving on this year, for a raft of genuine reasons (be it geographical, ill-health, a new ministry or no longer
in membership of a Scottish Baptist church) were Trevor Brunning (Selkirk), Mark Frost (Dundee Central),
David Gillan (Ladywell), Fraser Keay (Adelaide Place), Clayton Rowe (St Andrews), Alasdair Scott (Cathcart),
Graeme Scott (Linwood), Iain Telfer (Irvine), David Wharton (Forfar) & Andrew Young (Fraserburgh).
We welcomed to the Association 12 new members - Fraser Allan (Strathendrick), Richard Allison (Bristo),
Hazel Brooks (Larkhall), Jean Ferrier (Islay), Phil Laver (Lerwick), Anthony Luxton (Tillicoultry), Dawn
Martindale (Rosyth), David Mitchell (Airdrie), John Perkins (Bearsden), Julian Reed (Gerrard Street), Adam
Renberg (St Andrews), & George Sprott (Hawick) - and will ‘officially receive’ applications at our February
meeting from the following, commended by their local church - Ian Barr (Johnstone), Paul Cairns (Islay),
Irene Campbell (Westwood), Matt Payne (Lossiemouth), Andrew Roffey (Granton) & Peter Trotter (Pollok).
PREACHING RETURN
It's essential your 2017 preaching return - detailing when and where you've preached - be it in the context
of churches, conferences, camps, care homes - or anywhere else - is completed at the very latest, by 15th
January 2018. Although statistics tell only half the story - for we can never measure the impact spiritually of
every sermon, every epilogue, every message preached - it’s important to be able to paint an overall picture
of the number of churches we’ve helped and the settings in which we’ve preached.
You can complete your 2017 preaching return on-line. It’s easy and it’s quick. Simply access the preaching
return database - http://return.sblpa.co.uk/index.php - select your name from the list to access your entry,
and from there, all you need to do is select from the appropriate drop-down options, completing it for each
time you preached. If you would give us the courtesy of your timely completion, that would be appreciated.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
One of the realities in developing the ministry of the Scottish Baptist Lay Preachers’ Association and to do all
we want to do really well, is finance. The Lord’s work ought never to be hampered by the lack of it, so this is
a reminder that by 31st January 2018 annual subscriptions are required - £20.00 for active members and
£5.00 for young adult members. Mark Donaldson, our Treasurer has asked payments are only made after
1st January 2018 to help keep our banking records neat and tidy! You can make a BACS transfer using Sort
Code 80-13-13 (Bank of Scotland) and Account Number 00828381. In making payment by BACS, please

reference your name on the transfer. Alternatively, you can send a cheque made payable to the ‘Scottish
Baptist Lay Preachers Association’ to Mark Donaldson, Balmoor House, Peterhead, AB42 3BN. If, as with
your preaching return, you could settle your subscription timeously, that would be so helpful to Mark.
LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT
James 3:1 reminds us that “those who teach will be held more accountable”. With that reality in mind, we
make no apology for tirelessly committing ourselves to the ‘spiritual development of every member. That’s
why we’ve invested in our mentoring programme which has helped a good number of less experienced and
younger members this year, and why we’ve been intentional about having resources to help you. So can we
encourage, as well as humbly challenge you, to engage one of the following four development activities:• participate in our mentoring programme
• apply a few of the healthy and helpful disciplines and practices from 'Life of the Lay Preacher' http://www.sblpa.co.uk/content/Media/The-Life-of-the-Lay-Preacher.pdf
• carve out time to work through our preaching review workbook, either on your own, or with a
trusted companion, reflecting on the lifestyle which enriches an effective preaching ministry http://www.sblpa.co.uk/content/files/SBLPA%20Personal%20Review%20Workbook.pdf
• utilise our preaching feedback form - http://www.sblpa.co.uk/sblpa-preaching-feedback-form/
in Early 2018, we hope to make available on-line learning material, being written specifically for us by Rev
Dr Stuart Blythe, a good friend of the Association, now serving as Professor of Preaching at Acadia Divinity
College, Nova Scotia. We also hope, in response to feedback from the big conversation, to hold on Saturday
16th June 2018, a ‘Learning & Development Day’ with a range of workshops, unpacking themes and topics
which you identified and indicated you’d value training in. Please note the date - venue to be confirmed.
CONFERENCE
Our 2017 Conference was not spiritually insignificant, as Eddie Lyle challenged our indifference to realities
faced by the persecuted church. As we welcomed the Holy Spirit, there was a clear sense of His presence
during the day. Our 2018 Conference (embracing our AGM) will be held on Saturday 12th May at Newton
Mearns Baptist Church. Make sure you put the date in your diary and plan to be there. Our guest speakers
will be Ian & Ruth Coffey, who’ve spoken at events such as Spring Harvest and Keswick. Ian & Ruth will be
unpacking the theme of ‘Telling Truth’, hugely relevant in the growing post-truth culture of today.

RETREAT
Gartmore House again provided surroundings conducive for our Retreat, held in September, at which Colin
Mitch, former Scottish Director for Open Doors and Assistant Pastor of Riverside Evangelical Church, Ayr,
was our guest facilitator, helping us reflect on what a ‘Spirit Filled Ministry’ looks like. For those of us who
were at the Retreat, there was a clear and audible sense of the Spirit speaking as words which we sensed
were prophetic in nature for us as an Association were shared, which the Committee are praying through.
We’ve booked Gartmore again for 7th - 8th September 2018, and will be in touch with further details soon.
COMMUNICATIONS
We’re not a ‘that’ll do’ Association when it comes to our communications. Conveying a professional image
is essential, and helping us achieve that through editing ‘Network News’, our in-house quarterly bulletin, is

Chris Townsend (Strathendrick). Overseeing our weekly digest is Bill Duffy (Galashiels), and in March 2018
we’ll be launching our new, fresh, dynamic, professional looking website. Alan Milnes (Leslie), our expert on
all things IT, is currently working with Eighteen Three, who’ll be designing our new-look website. We also
invested during the year in two pop-up promotional banners, which we’ve used at the Baptist Assembly and
elsewhere. Put simply, as an Association, we’re committed to excellence in everything we produce and do.
Born out of the ‘big conversation’, and our promise to deliver on it, we’ve launched OASIS, an opportunity
for members to come together to be ‘refreshed’ through meeting, eating (there’s a dynamic around food)
and praying together, and thus build meaningful relationships, With a view to rolling-out early next year,
we’re currently piloting in Edinburgh & Borders (facilitated by Ian Stephen), Fife (facilitated by Christine
Heron), Glasgow North (facilitated by George Hunter) and Lanarkshire (facilitated by Graham Horne). This is
so not about another meeting, but rather about carving out time to be refreshed, encouraged and to relax!
INITIATIVES
Maintaining the status quo in ministry is always a dangerous place to be, and so following engagement with
you earlier in the year, we adopted, at our AGM, our 2020 Vision - http://www.sblpa.co.uk/ - which defines
the pathway we, after prayerful discernment, believe the Spirit would have us walk as we journey together.
We want to intentionally invest in the next generation, support resource-needy churches (such as we’ve
done and are doing at Campbeltown, Kelso, Rothesay and Stonehaven to name but four churches), be
professional in how we promote our ministry, have a bold and prophetic edge to our preaching, strengthen
our existing relationships and discern emerging opportunities, create opportunities for learning and
relationships, and offer meaningful and diligent pastoral care. Actions, it’s said, speak louder than words, so
our 2020 Vision is not just a vision, but a call to embrace the future and a commitment to journey together.
Anticipating the introduction of the new General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) in May 2018, we’ve
put in place a Data Protection Policy for the Association - http://www.sblpa.co.uk/content/Media/SBLPAData-Protection-Policy-1.pdf - given our commitment to protect information you’ve entrusted us with.
PARTNERSHIPS
Forging and fusing healthy partnerships which you sense clearly in your spirit, are of the Spirit, is important
We’ve built up a good working relationship with Martin Hodson (BU Ministry Development Coordinator)
and Ian Birch (Principal of the Scottish Baptist College) who we've met on a couple of occasions in the last
year. We’ve also met Ali Laing (BU Next Generation Development Coordinator) and have invested in the
working - and spiritual - relationships we have with Peter Grainger, Roy Searle, Eddie Lyle and Colin Mutch.
PERSONAL WORDS
Looking ahead to 2018, my 11th as your Secretary, it’s my humble, heartfelt prayer we’d be people ‘full of
the Holy Spirt and wisdom’, people ready to explore, and excited by exploring, ‘new spiritual geography’.
We’ve 93 great years of history behind us, and yet I really believe and sense in my spirit ‘the best is yet to
be’, and that God is inviting us to journey to a new, undiscovered place of opportunity and blessing. For me,
although serving as Secretary isn’t a role for any shrinking violet, and can at times be demanding and tiring,
the joy of serving makes it exciting and rewarding. My commitment as we anticipate 2018 therefore, is to
tirelessly work head, heart and soul for the Association. This is God’s work and He deserves the very best.
Finally, permit me to thank Adrienne, my wife, and Lewis, my son, two people most of you will never see,
yet who give me great love, encouragement and support - and as a family to wish you and your family a
very Happy Christmas and every blessing for 2018!
Your servant,
GLEN CARTWRIGHT
General Secretary

